
Oklahoma ABLE Tech
Funding Assistive Technology (AT) for 
Students with Disabilities



Housekeeping

• To enable captioning, click on the CC button and enable 
captions to be seen. You can also modify the size of 
captions by going into accessibility settings.

• Please use the Chat or the Q&A for questions.

• Participants who attend this Zoom session will receive a 
Certificate of Attendance and be able to apply for CEUs.
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Housekeeping, Continued

• If multiple individuals are watching on the same 
computer, please put names and email addresses for 
all the individuals watching.

•Documents will also be uploaded to the chat 
throughout the workshop.
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Speaker Disclosures

Allyson Robinson and Joshua Hawkins

• Financial Disclosure: For all the speakers named above, no 
relevant financial relationships exists.  Oklahoma ABLE Tech 
receives a profit from vending iPads, apps, and cases as 
speech generating devices to SoonerCare Members on behalf 
of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.

• Nonfinancial Disclosure: For all the speakers named above, 
no relevant nonfinancial relationships exists.
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ASHA Note

• Upon completion of this course, you will receive an 
email with a link directed to a form.

• If you wish for Oklahoma ABLE Tech to submit to the ASHA 
Continuing Education (CE) Registry for this course on your 
behalf, please click on the link and complete the form by 
December 18, 2025.

• Forms received after this date will not be submitted 
to ASHA.  ASHA CEUs may only be obtained for this live event.
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Occupational Therapists (OT) & Physical 
Therapists (PT) CE Mention

This course is an Approved Continuing Education Course 
through the Oklahoma Medical Board.
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Allyson Robinson, 
M.A. CCC-SLP
Director of Accessibility Programs
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Learning Objectives

1. Will develop an understanding for how to 
incorporate AT and Accessible Educational 
Materials (AEM) into grant applications

2. Will apply information learned to select, plan, and 
write strong grant applications

3. Will develop a list of grantors and grant resources
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6 Steps to Acquire 
Funding
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The first thing to remember when seeking 
funding for AT is that funding is usually 
available!
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Steps to Acquire Funding

1. Define and document the need.
2. Identify the equipment and/or services needed.
3. Determine if an alternative device will meet the need.
4. Determine potential funding sources.
5. Gather all essential information to be submitted 

including prescriptions and other justifications.
6. Seek appeals as appropriate.
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Steps 1, 2, & 3: Define, Identify, & Determine

1. Define and document the need.

2. Identify the equipment and/or services needed.

3. Determine if an alternative device will meet the need.

All these steps will be completed when an AT assessment 
is conducted!
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WATI Decision-
Making Guide



Case Study 1 - SETT

•S - Infant/Toddler with cerebral palsy presenting 
with mobility and communication impairments

•E - Stays at home with mom
•T - Eat, sleep, play!
•T – Aids for Daily Living, Communication, and 

Mobility
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Case Study 2 - SETT

•S – Student with developmental delays presenting 
with challenging behaviors and communication 
impairments

•E – 4th grade regular and special ed classrooms
•T – Working towards OK Academic Standards
•T – Environmental and Communication
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Case Study 3 - SETT

•S – High school student with autism presenting with 
difficulties transitioning between tasks 

•E – High school and work study
•T – Working towards OK Academic Standards and 

work-readiness skills
•T – Learning, Cognition, Development
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AT Discovery
okabletech.org

http://okabletech.org/


Step 4: Determine Potential Funding Sources

• Does the child already have access to funding through a public source?
• Are there any sources legally mandated to assist with the purchase of AT?
• Does the individual/family want to personally own the AT?
• Is/Can the device be used for medical purposes?
• If it can be used for medical purposes, does the individual have insurance 

that will cover the device?
• Is the individual working with a provider whose scope of practice it is to 

document the need for the device (i.e., SLP for speech communication 
device)?
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Step 4: Determine Potential Funding Sources, 
Continued

•Will more than one source be needed to cover 100% 
of the cost of the AT?

•What is the wait time once the 
application/paperwork has been submitted?

•Once purchased/acquired, who owns the AT?

•What is the individual’s age and diagnosis(es)? 
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Discussion 1

What questions do you think of first when you know 
what AT you need to provide?
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Two Sources of Funding

Public
Agencies

Private
• Nonprofits
• Foundations

• Organizations
• Trusts
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Typically start with Public sources then go 
to Private sources as necessary
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AT Funding Guide

https://www.okabletech.org/resourc
es/at-funding-guide/
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Case Study 1 - Potential Funding Sources

Public

•Medicaid/SoonerCare

•SoonerStart

Private

•Ability Connection 
Oklahoma

•Ability Found
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Case Study 2 - Potential Funding Sources

Public

• Insurance

• Local Education Agency

Private

•Donna Nigh Foundation

•WovenLife
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Case Study 3 - Potential Funding Sources

Public

• Local Education Agency

•State Education Agency

Private

•ABLE Tech Financial Loan 
Program

• Individual/Family

•Grant
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Step 5: Gather All Essential Information

The following list contains information typically 
required by most funding sources:

• Age

• Disability/Medical diagnosis
• Financial status
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Case Study 1 - SoonerStart

Aids for Daily Living
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1. AT Request for Use of SoonerStart Funds

2. AT Order Information

3. Supporting / Relevant Documentation



Case Study 2 - Insurance/Medicaid

Communication Device
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1. Evaluation Report
2. Order/Referral/Prescription
3. Letter of Medical Necessity
4. Copy of Doctor’s Notes
5. Release of Liability
6. Copy of Insurance Card



Case Study 3 - Local Education Agency

Learning, Cognition, and Development  Device
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AT Request Form



Step 6: Seek appeals as appropriate

•The appeals process is an opportunity to approach 
the funding source and ask for a review of the initial 
decision.

•All public or governmental agencies have an appeals 
process. 

• You have a right to request an appeal and to have 
your request or claim reviewed.
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Discussion 2

What questions do you have about this process at this 
point?
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Grant 
Opportunities
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Grants Categories for Education 

• Professional Development Grants for Teachers
• Funds for Classroom Enrichment/Student Achievement
• STEM Grants
• Humanities Grants

https://teach.com/what/teachers-change-lives/grants-for- teachers/
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Doodle 4 Google
https://doodles.google.com/d4g/
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ING Unsung Heroes
• Applications due April 17, 2026, 3:00 

p.m. Central Time 

• Voya Unsung Heros Awards Program 
webpage 
(https://apply.scholarsapply.org/unsungh
eroes/information.php)

https://apply.scholarsapply.org/unsungheroes/information.php
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Other Grant Possibilities – Local

•Walmart

• Local Art Councils

• Local Businesses
• Know where your students work!

• Sponsor a classroom item

•College Towns: Sororities and Fraternities
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Other Funding Possibilities – AIM Center

• The AIM Center maintains the Federal Quota 
Registry for children who are blind and visually 
impaired. The Registry draws federal funding 
to help states provide accessible instructional 
materials. If you need to order any American 
Printing House items funded by Federal Quota 
funds, you may submit a Textbook Request 
form or a Product Request Form to the AIM 
Center, and the AIM Center will mail the items 
directly to you at your school address.

• Aim Center website 
(https://oklahoma.gov/olbph/aim-center.html)

https://oklahoma.gov/olbph/aim-center.html
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Grant for Professional Development – 

Fund for Teachers

Fund for Teachers website 
(https://fundforteachers.org/grants/)

"Teachers who pursue Fund for Teachers’ 
transformational learning experiences catalyze 
these problem-solving experiences for themselves 
and students, ultimately changing schools and 
communities."

https://fundforteachers.org/grants/


Success Stories
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Funding Vision AT – AIM Center
• Student who was blind needed a 

more portable reading solution
• Teacher of the Visually Impaired 

(TVI) trialed a Braille Trail 
Refreshable Braille Display from 
ABLE Tech

• Acquired the Braille Trail Reader 
through the AIM Center at the 
Oklahoma Library for the Blind
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Funding Vision AT – Liberty Braille

• Student with vision impairment 
needed to complete reading 
assignments. 

• Teacher of the Visual Impaired 
(TVI) trialed an iPad with Voice 
Dream Reader app from ABLE 
Tech

• Acquired school-term iPad with 
voice Dream Reader app 
through Liberty Braille
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Funding AT – LEA

• Student with dyslexia had 
difficulty reading along with 
peers in class

• Teacher trialed a C-Pen reader 
from ABLE Tech with multiple 
students

• School administrator approved 
using IDEA funds to purchase 
the device for the initial student
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Funding AT – 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
Teacher reached out to 
the local PTA who 
funded the purchase of 
10 C-Pen readers to be 
used throughout the 
school.
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Funding Hearing AT – Annual Town Grant

• Students with auditory 
processing difficulties, 
attention disorders, and overall 
listening difficulties in a special 
education classroom

• Speech pathologist and special 
education teacher believed a 
classroom amplification system 
would benefit students
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Funding Hearing AT – Annual Town Grant, 
Continued
They sought information 
from ABLE Tech regarding 
the AT and vendor then 
wrote for an annual town 
grant and received 3 
RedCat Amplification 
Systems
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Funding Speech/Communication AT –
Medicaid
• 5-year-old little girl, has Microcephaly, 

ADHD, a speech/language impairment, 
minimal natural speech

• Speech pathologist (SLP) trialed 3 
different Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) language 
systems

• SLP submitted required documents to 
ABLE Tech to process and submit, and 
OHCA paid for an iPad, LAMP WFL app, 
protective case with strap, screen 
protector and keyguard
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Funding Speech/Communication AT –
Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS)

• 6-year-old boy, has autism spectrum 
disorder, speech/language impairment, 
minimal natural speech

• Speech pathologist (SLP) trialed 3 different 
Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) language systems

• SLP submitted required documents to Tobii 
Dynavox to process and submit, and BCBS 
paid for a TD-I-110 (dedicated speech 
communication device with the TD Snap 
Core First language system
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Funding Computer Access AT – Grant

• 13-year-old young lady with health 
needs preventing her from attending 
her local public school and interacting 
with her peers

• Bartlesville Public Schools (BPS) trialed 
the Double Robot from ABLE Tech

• BPS Foundation submitted a grant 
proposal to fund a Double Robot for 
the upcoming year
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Funding Modified Vehicle AT –
Financial Loan Program
• Student with mobility impairments uses a 

wheelchair, relies on grandparents for 
transport/travel who are unable to lift him in 
and out of a vehicle

• Went to a modified vehicle vendor and 
received a demonstration then learned 
about OkAT/ ABLE Tech’s Financial Loan 
Program

• Grandparents applied and qualified for a low 
interest loan with easy repayment terms and 
were able to purchase the vehicle
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Funding Mobility/Seating/Positioning AT –
Community Care Health Insurance
• 5-year-old with Down syndrome 

and autism spectrum disorder, is 
obese, runs away

• ABLE Tech’s Certified Occupational 
Therapy Assistant (COTA) helped 
determine needed AT then provide 
the required documentation to 
Community Care to request funding

• Community Care approved the 
request and funded a Voyage 
Adaptive Stroller for the child
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Two Last Grant Thoughts

• “Don't let the fear of striking out keep you from 
playing the game.” Babe Ruth

• “100% of people who win grants are those who 
applied.” Gretchen Cole-Lade
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Contact Oklahoma ABLE Tech

•Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

•Phone Number: 800.257.1705 or 405.744.9748

•Email: abletech@okstate.edu

•Address: 1514 W. Hall of Fame, Stillwater, OK 74078

54

mailto:abletech@okstate.edu

	Slide 1: Oklahoma ABLE Tech Funding Assistive Technology (AT) for Students with Disabilities
	Slide 2: Housekeeping
	Slide 3: Housekeeping, Continued
	Slide 4: Acknowledgement
	Slide 5: Speaker Disclosures
	Slide 6: ASHA Note
	Slide 7: Occupational Therapists (OT) & Physical Therapists (PT) CE Mention
	Slide 8: Allyson Robinson, M.A. CCC-SLP
	Slide 9: Learning Objectives
	Slide 10: 6 Steps to Acquire Funding
	Slide 11: The first thing to remember when seeking funding for AT is that funding is usually available!
	Slide 12: Steps to Acquire Funding
	Slide 13: Steps 1, 2, & 3: Define, Identify, & Determine
	Slide 14: WATI Decision-Making Guide
	Slide 15: Case Study 1 - SETT
	Slide 16: Case Study 2 - SETT
	Slide 17: Case Study 3 - SETT
	Slide 18: AT Discovery
	Slide 19: Step 4: Determine Potential Funding Sources
	Slide 20: Step 4: Determine Potential Funding Sources, Continued
	Slide 21: Discussion 1
	Slide 22: Two Sources of Funding
	Slide 23: Typically start with Public sources then go to Private sources as necessary
	Slide 24: AT Funding Guide
	Slide 25: Case Study 1 - Potential Funding Sources
	Slide 26: Case Study 2 - Potential Funding Sources
	Slide 27: Case Study 3 - Potential Funding Sources
	Slide 28: Step 5: Gather All Essential Information
	Slide 29: Case Study 1 - SoonerStart
	Slide 30: Case Study 2 - Insurance/Medicaid
	Slide 31: Case Study 3 - Local Education Agency
	Slide 32: Step 6: Seek appeals as appropriate
	Slide 33: Discussion 2
	Slide 34: Grant Opportunities
	Slide 35: Grants Categories for Education 
	Slide 36: Doodle 4 Google
	Slide 37: ING Unsung Heroes
	Slide 38: Other Grant Possibilities – Local
	Slide 39: Other Funding Possibilities – AIM Center
	Slide 40: Grant for Professional Development –  Fund for Teachers
	Slide 41: Success Stories
	Slide 42: Funding Vision AT – AIM Center
	Slide 43: Funding Vision AT – Liberty Braille
	Slide 44: Funding AT – LEA
	Slide 45: Funding AT –  Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
	Slide 46: Funding Hearing AT – Annual Town Grant
	Slide 47: Funding Hearing AT – Annual Town Grant, Continued
	Slide 48: Funding Speech/Communication AT – Medicaid
	Slide 49: Funding Speech/Communication AT – Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS)
	Slide 50: Funding Computer Access AT – Grant
	Slide 51: Funding Modified Vehicle AT – Financial Loan Program
	Slide 52: Funding Mobility/Seating/Positioning AT –Community Care Health Insurance
	Slide 53: Two Last Grant Thoughts
	Slide 54: Contact Oklahoma ABLE Tech



