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Oklahoma

Oklahoma ABLE Tech is the statewide Assistive Technology Act Program located at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. ABLE Tech is funded through the Administration for Community Living of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, which is made possible through the Assistive Technology Act of 1998 as amended in 2004 (ATA 2004).

OUR MISSION: To improve access to and acquisition of assistive technology (AT) for individuals with disabilities of all ages.

ABLE Tech provides AT through comprehensive statewide programs and services: Device Demonstrations, Device Short-

Term Loans, Device Reutilization, State Financing Activities.

FFY 2018 Key Initiatives
Device Demonstrations: 13,432
ABLE Tech and its partners provided AT device demonstrations 
to 11,595 Oklahomans across the state, including 1,837 
demonstrations to children receiving services from SoonerStart.

Device Short-Term Loans: 1,888
Through the short-term loan program, individuals were able to 
try AT devices to help them with the decision-making process.

Device Reutilization: 1,897
The Oklahoma Equipment Exchange (OEE) facilitated the 
exchange of 934 AT devices from seller to buyer for a savings 
of $115,362. The Oklahoma Durable Medical Equipment Reuse 
Program (OKDMERP) provided 1,129 Oklahomans with 963 
pieces of AT for a savings of $358,996.

State Financing Activities: 81
ABLE Tech provided loans totaling $427,671 to help 
Oklahomans obtain needed AT devices and services to help 
them live, work, and learn independently.

Information and Referral: 3,991
ABLE Tech helped Oklahomans receive information and 
referral sources on needed AT devices and services, 
including how to obtain funding for AT.

Training: 2,614
ABLE Tech served Oklahomans with disabilities, family 
members, service providers, advocates, and educators 
throughout the state.

Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) Highlight
The Oklahoma Assistive Technology Foundation (OkAT), ABLE 
Tech’s partner for managing the Financial Loan program, has 
improved and increased their ability to provide financial loans to 
consumers purchasing assistive technology and now provides all 
non-collateralized loans directly from ABLE Tech’s office. 

To further improve the program, OkAT has been awarded 
a Technical Assistance grant through the Community 
Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) Fund. Technical 
Assistance grants are offered to organizations that are already 
CDFIs, or working towards becoming a Certifiable CDFI to build 
their organizational capacity, grow, achieve organizational 
sustainability, and contribute to the revitalization of the 
populations they serve. 

The funds awarded will be used to develop infrastructure, 
expand our direct lending portfolio, design a business 
development and marketing plan to establish a strong pipeline 
of loans, and expand development services, including a financial 
educational component that is accessible. Additionally, OkAT has 
hired a Director of Lending to facilitate the grant activities, who 
will be guiding the organization towards the CDFI certification.



Coordination & Collaboration
              SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS

AT Demonstration Centers 
ABLE Tech and its partners provided 9 AT loan and 
demonstration sites to give Oklahomans an opportunity 
to touch, try, and borrow AT devices to help improve 
independence in the community, school, and workplace.

Statewide Systemic Improvement Plan 
(SSIP)
ABLE Tech trained 60 eligible educators and related service 
providers for the State Systemic Improvement Plan to 
improve third grade reading scores for students with 
disabilities.

Explore AT
ABLE Tech assisted the AT3 Center (provider of training and 
technical assistance for all national AT Act Programs) with 
the creation of an online resource called “Explore AT” – a 
Public Internet Site that serves as a one-stop-shop for 
information related to all 10 AT categories.

Assistive Technology Industry 
Association (ATIA)
Every year ATIA hosts a conference in Orlando, Florida, and 
this year 5 ABLE Tech staff presented 5 sessions on various 
programmatic topics.

Special Education Resolution Center 
(SERC)
11 Special Education Due Process hearings were resolved by 
the Special Education Resolution Center - keeping state dollars 
in the classroom educating students. Due Process proceedings 
can cost the state an average of $300,000; therefore, resolved 
hearing requests saved Oklahomans approximately $3,300,000.

Fire Safety
Through the Smoke Alarm Project, ABLE Tech partnered with 
the Oklahoma Assistive Technology Foundation and Fire 
Protection Publications to professionally install smoke alarms 
and alert devices in 428 households of Oklahomans who are 
deaf or hard of hearing; a cost savings of $93,304.

SoonerCare Provider of Speech 
Generating Devices (SGDs)
Through a contract with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
(Oklahoma’s Medicaid Program), ABLE Tech has become a 
Durable Medical Equipment (DME) Provider vending iPads, 
communication apps, and cases to eligible SoonerCare 
members. This year ABLE Tech facilitated the acquisition of 14 
iPads as SGDs for people in Oklahoma.

State Contracts
ABLE Tech maintains coordination and collaboration efforts 
that provide funding to help enhance the opportunities for 
individuals to access and acquire assistive technology.

OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION SERVICES

OKLAHOMA ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION

SOUTHWEST ADA CENTER

OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY



Spotlight on Success
Financial Loans – COMMUNITY LIVING
This 26-year old can now “go 
and enjoy those Oklahoma 
back roads” in his dream 
truck! A two-time participant 
in ABLE Tech’s financial loan 
program, this young man 
applied 4 years ago for a 
loan that was cosigned by his 
parents. Fast forward to 2018, 
and he was able to reapply 
for a loan by himself. He had 
improved his credit score which put him in a great position 
to purchase a vehicle. He is now able to enjoy those activities 
his same-age peers participate in while in his new modified 
vehicle!

Device Short-Term Loan – EDUCATION
This little one was nonverbal 
and needing assistance 
communicating. Through 
an Oklahoma ABLE Tech 
short-term loan of an iPad 
with a speech communication 
app, he was able to make 
selections of preferred items, 
label items, and overcome his 
nonverbal status! The device 
trial allowed him to practice 
using the device in more 
than one location, effectively 

demonstrating carryover of skills learned in speech therapy.

Device Exchange – COMMUNITY LIVING
This woman and her daughter live with hearing impairments 
which cause challenges in many areas of their lives. When 
it comes to hearing people 
while speaking on the 
phone, they have had much 
frustration because they 
cannot hear the speaker 
clearly. They received 
an amplified telephone 
through Oklahoma ABLE 
Tech’s Oklahoma Equipment 
Exchange which allowed 
them both to better take 
care of business on the 
phone because their calls 
were amplified and the 
speaker sounded clearer.

Device Demonstration – EMPLOYMENT
At 83 years young, this woman 
was able to keep an active 
lifestyle, including working, when 
she found the right equipment 
to enhance her vision! This 
woman’s Macular Degeneration 
caused her to lose her central 
vision which prohibited her 
from managing a computer 
keyboard and looking at printed 
reports required for her job. 
After receiving demonstrations 
through Oklahoma ABLE Tech 
of several items like magnifiers, reading prismatic glasses, and 
large print, high contrast keyboards, this woman was able to 
her job of working on computer programs. She stated that the 
equipment and the training she was provided gave her purpose 
and hope to continue her work at a local museum as well as 
many other tasks in her daily life.

Device Reuse – COMMUNITY LIVING
With doctors these days telling 
people to “walk, walk, walk,” it 
helps when those with mobility 
needs have the aid of a walker! This 
gentleman could only walk about 
10 feet without assistance. After he 
obtained a walker from Oklahoma 
ABLE Tech’s Oklahoma Durable 
Medical Equipment Reuse Program, 
he was able to walk the 6 blocks to 
the grocery store. Having something 
to lean on really helped him and was 
truly the difference between him 

doing this independently or not at all!

TechAccessOK Conference – TRAINING
TechAccessOK, Oklahoma’s premier conference that focuses 
on accessibility in technology and the web, drew an actively 
attentive audience from all around the state. Rob Carr, ABLE 
Tech’s Information 
and Communications 
Technology (ICT) 
Program Manager, 
scheduled national 
accessibility expert Bevi 
Chagnon for an all-day, 
hands-on workshop on 
Thursday with breakout 
sessions focused on 
additional accessibility 
topics on Friday. 



Oklahoma ABLE Tech
A Great RETURN ON INVESTMENT

FFY 2018 Federal Investment: $458,377
Savings & Benefits for Oklahomans: $4,343,570

Oklahoma ABLE Tech – STAFF
TODD MISENER, Chief Wellness Officer / Director, 
OSU Department of Wellness

LINDA JACO, Associate Director, Sponsored Programs, 
OSU Department of Wellness

ALLYSON ROBINSON, CCC-SLP, Assistant Director

ROB CARR, ICT Program Manager

MILISSA GOFOURTH, Program Manager

SANDRA WRIGHT-HACKLER, CCC-SLP, Program Manager

KATIE WOODWARD, Program Manager

DAWN AARON, Administrative Assistant

DINA ANDERSON, Occupational Therapist Specialist

KIMBERLY BERRY, Assistive Technology Teacher

KELLI MCDOULETT, Reutilization Grant Coordinator

SHELLEY GLADDEN, Loan Coordinator

LYNDA HALLEY, Marketing Coordinator

TAMMIE HONEYMAN, Grant Coordinator

KIMBERLY O’MEILIA, Communications Coordinator, 
Accessible Formats

LYSSA PRINCE, ICT Coordinator

SHELBY SANDERS, Assistive Technology Specialist

BRIAN SARGENT, Reutilization Site Coordinator

AMY WOODS, Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant

LISA CROSTON, Sponsored Programs Coordinator

JO ANNE POOL BLADES, SERC Program Manager

SHANNON ESMEYER, SERC Administrative Assistant

Oklahoma ABLE Tech – PARTNERS
OSU – DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMUNICATION SCIENCES & 
DISORDER 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stillwater, 405.744.6021

HEARING LOSS ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA, CENTRAL OKLA 
CHAPTER
Oklahoma City, 405.717.9820

MOORE AUTISM CENTER
Moore, 405.735.8478

NEWVIEW OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City, 405.521.4880
Tulsa, 855.811.9699

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER OF THE 
ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION
Oklahoma City, 405.319.0780

PATHWAYS THERAPY CENTER
Tulsa, 918.712.7868

THE CHILDREN’S CENTER 
REHABILITATION HOSPITAL
Bethany, 405.789.6711

SOONERSTART INTERVENTION 
PROGRAM
Oklahoma City, 405.271.8333

UNITED ACCESS (MOBILITY)
Oklahoma City, 888.939.1010
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Oklahoma ABLE Tech
Oklahoma State University – Department of Wellness 
ADDRESS: 1514 W. Hall of Fame 
Stillwater, OK 74078 
PHONE: 405.744.9748 
FAX: 405.744.2487 
TOLL-FREE: 800.257.1705 (v/tty) 
WEB: www.okabletech.org 
EMAIL: abletech@okstate.edu

This publication is available in alternative formats; please call 800.257.1705 (v/tty) for more information. ABLE Tech is funded 
through the the Administration for Community Living of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and maintains 
coordination and collaboration efforts with partners throughout the State of Oklahoma. This publication does not necessarily 
reflect the position of the policy of ACL/HHS, and no official endorsement of the material should be inferred.
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